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A REPORT 


on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. 
promotes 
sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian shuring. 


vitalized Christian capitalism that 


means to set our country right. 


WE ARE CONVINCED 


closer 


that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right hut 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 





WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





The Moving Spotlight 


Slums Are Expensive for tax- 
payers but profitable for owners. 
A look at the records in any slum 
area will verify this, —in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, for instance, the 
Housing Commission _ recently 
made a comparative study of two 
areas of about equal population and 
and in the same section of the city, 
but one was mostly slums, the 
other almost without slums. In the 
slum area, there were 2,174 arrests 
in the period studied,—in the 
slumless area there were 823 ar- 
rests; the slum area sent 268 young 
people to the juvenile court, the 
other area only 73. The same ra- 
tios carried over in the records of 
fires, deaths from tuberculosis, di- 
vorces, non-support cases, relief 
costs. All such overhead is carried 
by the taxpayer. On the other hand, 
the return on investment from slum 
property is very much higher than 
on better property that must be 
maintained at a higher level. That’s 
one reason the Real Estate Lobby 
goes right on opposing slum clear- 
ance and decent housing for the 
poor. 

Russian Democracy: What lit- 
tle democracy Russia has had is 
decreasing steadily, according to 
facts and figures available to all. 
First, there has been no Commu- 
nist Party Congress since 1939 
and though there have been prom- 
ises that a new one would be call- 
ed, nothing has materialized. Here 
is the way that lapse constantly in- 
creases power for the handful in 
the Moscow Politburo: 

The Party Congress in 1939 
elected 139 members to the Party 
central committee. Of this number 
26 have died or been purged, and 
at least another 34 have not been 
heard of in years. These vacancies 
have been filled by appointments 
by the Communist hierarchy, bring- 
ing the political life of Russia still 
more tightly under a totalitarian 
(coutinued first col., THIRD page) 


HE REAL CHALLENGE: While America’s overwhelming industrial 
and military might bludgeons out a favorable position in Korea 
and the further lifts impressive barriers against communism elsewhere, 
there are increasing evidences that we are being deceived by our own 
manifestations of strength. Growing confident that we are now ready for 
Russia’s military threat, we are by our blindness and lack of perception, 
undermining the very security that comforts us. Unable to see or under- 
stand the deep, silent, powerful tides that are sweeping through the world. 
we are like a city that prepares for a hurricane before an earthquake 
strikes, for a fire when a flood is rising. Or like those few whose grasp 
of what is happening in Asia is so small that they are still saying that, 
had we only sent more ships and more dollars to China, we would have 
held the “status quo”, as if a few ships with American bullets and can- 
ned goods could have turned the course of an upheaval that had been 
brewing for a century among one fourth of the human race! 

We have millions of brave fighting men, skilled generals and 
admirals, crafty diplomats and clever politicians. But it will avail little 
as long as we remain so blind to what is going on in the minds and 
hearts of men. That is why, as we keep gaining more bombers, fleets, 
tanks and even military decisions, the Communists keep gaining people. 
That is why we must understand that communism can only be defeated 
on the ideological level, with a better ideology. We have this in the 
Christian ideology — but our task is to make it a living, working force 
in world events, a force that rings as true in actions and policies as 
in words. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


OREBODING PREDICTIONS continue to warn that war with Rus- 

sia is coming soon; late September, when European harvests have 

been gathered, is the deadline the military extremists are now whispering. 

They prophesy action in the Balkans, — with Russia over-running Yugo- 
slavia or invading Iran. 

IF ACTION COMES AGAINST YUGOSLAVIA, it will be anoth- 
er clever Communist tactic not involving Russian manpower but the stir- 
ring up of old Balkan rivalries that have been fought over many times be- 
fore. Certainly we will not be stupid enough to step into that trap. 

IN IRAN, Russia will likely follow our lead. If the British send in 
armed forces, supported by the U. S., we can expect Soviet armies to mo- 
bilize on the northern Iranian border and then invade Azerbaijan as a 
counter to our move, and in so doing they would be following tactics 
taught to our own officers at West Point, — never to let the enemy come 
into areas adjacent to the national frontier. After all, whose guns are near 
whose frontiers? 

AN UNBIASED APPRAISAL indicates that Russia will not act 
in Iran unless Britain and the U. S. force the issue, which Washington and 
London are not inclined to do, and that the Yugoslavian action will not 
occur. There are too many reports of big upheavals behind the iron curtain 
for Moscow to feel free to act in either area. Czechoslovakia is experienc- 
ing the greatest anti-Communist outbreak since the Reds took over: a 
slowdown by workers against the Red industrial commissars has reached 
devastating proportions; a peasant rebellion is widespread throughout 
rural areas. In Poland similar conditions prevail, as many press reports in- 
dicate. The politburo has its hands full. 

(continued on NEXT 


page) 








The Prospects Before Us 

The most realistic hypothesis of 
the strategy and action in a possi- 
ble World War III is offered bv 
Grenville Clark in his small vol- 
ume A Plan for Peace (Harpers, 
$1.) Mr. Clark is an eminent New 
York attorney, close student of 
military affairs, frequent govern- 
ment adviser and an ardent sup- 
porter of the world government 
concept. If war with the Soviet 
comes, he believes that: 

All of Russia’s history and the 
Communist military tradition indi- 
cate that the Soviet strategy would 
be basically defensive, avoiding 
overextension. By contrast, the strat- 
egy of the West would be to par- 
alyze Russian economy by destruc- 
tion from the air. The maximum 
Western hope would be to force 
either surrender or favorable terms 
through air power exclusively and 
without the need for a large-scale 
land campaign. Whereas, Russia’s 
aim would be to force the West 
into a long bloody land campaign 
— so costly that we would be ul- 
timately willing to quit. 


The First Phase would prob- 
ably involve: 1, a vast air offensive 
by the U. S. aimed at Russian cit- 
ies, industrial plants and commun- 
ications; 2, a simultaneous west- 
ward land offensive by Russia. Un- 
doubtedly the U. S. would use 
atom bombs, whether or not Rus- 
sia had dropped a single bomb, and 
our atom attack would be “suc- 
cessful” in that it would destroy 
life and property on a scale never 
before achieved. We could within 
a few months literally demolish 
nearly every major Russian city 
and much of her military indus- 
tries, kill or disable probably 10 
million people. Such an_ attack 
would have a terrible impact, both 
material and moral. 

Meanwhile, nothing could pre- 
vent an advance, to the Rhine at 


least, of the massed Soviet land 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








The Prospects Before Us 


armies, though it weal be slower 
and more limited than usually pre- 
dicted. The advance even to the 
Rhine would months rather 
than weeks because the mobiliza- 
tion of large Russian forces in 
Eastern Germany or even Po- 
land would certainly be reported in 
advance. Hence the Allied forces 
in Western Germany could be re- 
inforced in time to offer powerful 
resistance. If a surprise attack 
were attempted by Russia, it would 
have to include more moderate 
forces, which the Allies in West- 
ern Germany could delay for quite 
a while. Either way, the Soviet 
forces could get to the Rhine in 6 
to 12 months against any resist- 
ance practical for the Allies and 
despite bombing of Russia. 


What About France? Would 
France join the Allies wholeheart- 
edly and what would the Russian 
strategy be there? French policy 
would be influenced by the large 
Communist party in France and by 
French fears of another bloodlet- 
ting. Undoubtedly Russia would 
stop at the Rhine, or at the French 
border, and negotiate with France, 
offering not to attack if France 
does not counterattack in Ger- 
many. Despite French lip-service 
to the Western Alliance, her par- 
ticipation as a major fighting part- 
ner cannot be counted on. 


take 


Russian Tactics: The Russians 
would take hostages on an un- 
heard-of-scale; if the Russians had 
to evacuate Austria, Germany, 
Denmark and Holland, they would 
take along from 16 to 20 million 
men and women between the ages 
of 16 and 45,—for labor power 
and for bargaining in negotiations. 

It is estimated by authorities that 
the Russian submarine effort would 
fail because of the great experience 
of Britain and the U. S. in such 
warfare. As for biological warfare, 
it is surmised that, as with gas in 
World War II, it will not be used. 
The new chemical and radiologi- 
cal agents are unknown factors 
about which no estimates can yet 
be made. As for the H-Bomb, it 
does not even exist as yet, and it 
likewise is an incalculable factor. 

No Russian atomic bombing 
could have decisive effect in the 
U. S., though considerable damage 
might be done, and it would weld 
American public opinion against 
Russia. However, the threat of 
Russian A-bombs would probably 
eliminate the French armies in re- 
turn for a promise to refrain from 
bombing Paris and other cities. The 
resulting concentration of Russian 
A-bombs on Britain would be so 
devastating as to almost numb the 
British war effort. But altogether 


Russian A-Bombing would be a 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 

EACE IS NOT AROUND THE CORNER, HOWEVER. Ouaer lead- 

ing voices are insisting that Russia has learned her lesson in Korea 

and will now back track. But the Communist long-range plans still call 
for maintaining such pressures as will perpetually keep the capitalist 
world off balance and over-extended, — and thus moving nearer economic 
and political collapse. Western leaders never seem able to grasp the fact 
that the aim of all Communist maneuvering, all Red intrigue, the pith of 
all Communist doctrines, is towards that end — an economic-political 
collapse and not a military attack against the West. This persistent blind 
spot on our part, made malignant by the West's obsession with militarism 
and the equally blind policy by our top conservatives of fighting all social 
and economic advances and reforms as “socialistic” or “communistic”, 
adds to the danger that the Communist expectation of our collapse might 
be fulfilled. The Russo-Communist aims continue to be “not peace, not 
war.” 

RUSSIAN RASCALITY, therefore, is not the only cause of con- 
tinued danger to the democratic West. A major threat we regret to say 
is the glaring inadequacy of present American leadership in both political 
parties, for American policy is the sum total of the impact of the thinking 
and utterances of Party leaders on both sides of the political fence. The 
tragedy today is that Administration policy makers and top GOP spokes- 
men simply do not have the vision to see the world in terms of the sen- 
timents, fears, hopes and desires of the hundreds of millions of people 
of different languages, races, colors, and political traditions, who make up 
world opinion and who will in the end determine whether our world be- 
comes increasingly democratic and free, or goes Communist. In Washing- 
ton, there are many able men of Christian vision, but they are inundated 
by the more vocal figures in both parties who are so provincially minded, 
so unaware of the nature of the world at large, that they are carrying us 
from one diplomatic and psychological defeat to another. For instance, 
only men bordering on illiteracy in political science and international 
diplomacy — to say nothing of the Christian spirit— could have fum- 
bled the wheat-for-India deal so badly, fumbling that gave Russia a great 
propaganda victory and gained America so little good will for all our gifts. 
Only men of the same type could have conceived of the proposed plan 
of extending our destructive bombing of the Korean cities, to the bomb- 
ing of crowded cities in China, killing thousands of Chinese civilians, 
whom we desire to win from corimunism, while all through the Korean 
war the Reds have skillfully refrained from bombing any Korean town or 
city — even when occupied by our troops, refraining not on moral 
grounds, but to prove that communism is the “salvation of the poor ex- 
ploited masses”. Our wide devastation of Korea, (it is freely admitted that 
American superior fire power and bombs have wrought most of the civil- 
ian destruction of Korea), has already been played up in Red propaganda 
to prove that we only seek to destroy, exploit and rule the “poor ex- 
ploited masses”. Much is heard in the UN — where world voices are most 
audible — of our great handicap at this point, although official Washing- 
ton and especially the GOP MacArthurites seem to remain oblivious to 
this crucial issue. 


O PEACE, MOREOVER, CAN COME OUT OF THE KOREAN 
SETTLEMENTS or any of our other negotiations with the Asian 
nations because of this same inadequacy in our leadership. Anyone who 
watches the foreign press or listens to the voices representing most of the 
non-Communist nations will soon discover that the entire American ap- 
proach to an Asian settlement is false and unjust in the eyes of the rest 
of the world. Both Administration and GOP leaders are responsible for 
shaping up a policy that will continue to instill distrust and resentment 
in the Asian peoples—among the anti-Communists and Communists alike. 
The whole assumption of our political-military leadership is that 
the entire Pacific Ocean is ours, that we have the right not only to rearm 
Japan as our ally, but to fortify and create powerful American bases all 
along the Asian coast, South Korea, Formosa, Okinawa, Iwo Jima, the 
Philippines, etc. This view is regarded as arrogant and preposterous by 
the millions of non-Communists in Asia. It means that the U. S., with a 
history of only 150 years on the Pacific, claims the right to dominate 
those whose civilizations have existed two and three thousand years in the 
Pacific. It means that the people of Asia must expect to look down the 
throats of American guns every time they leave their harbors, that they 
must observe the regulations imposed by our air power whenever they 
fly. Such a policy also insists that our merchant marine, our air com- 
merce, our trade will have an inside track to all these areas. To deny or 
discount this is to flaunt history and to dodge the present record of Amer- 
ican oil and other commercial interests now operating in the Near East 
and elsewhere, where our military power is established. 
(continued on NEXT page) 





The Prospects Before Us 
(continued) 

military harassment but not the 

decisive factor because it would 

not inflict vital damage on the U.S. 


Other Theaters of War: Be- 
cause Russia would concentrate on 
Western Europe, fighting proba- 
bly won’t occur in Turkey, Iran and 
the Far East, nor will these areas 
affect the final outcome. China will 
doubtless be too torn by internal 
troubles to supply much military 
aid to Russia. Japan will probably 
be used by the U. S. as a base to 
attack Siberian war industries, but 
we won’t use Japanese troops, nor 
will we invade Manchuria or Si- 
beria. Finland would doubtless be 
taken over by Russia to insure 
command of the Baltic and intim- 
idate Sweden; but neither Norway 
nor Sweden would be attacked ex- 
cept maybe the north tip of Nor- 
way. 

The Second Phase: After the 
first year of such a war, there 
would have been terrific destruc- 
tion of life and property on Rus- 
sian territory, with millions of 
hostages held in Russia; heavy but 
not decisive Russian losses in land 
fighting in Germany; the West’s air 
superiority would leave no prospect 
of stopping the devastation of Rus- 
sia; vast American forces with 
some British aid would be gather- 
ing in France and Belgium; Rus- 
sian armies would have penetrated 
into Germany to the Rhine. 

At this point, the question of an 
armistice would come up and the 
result would depend on the temper 
of the opposing peoples, the mo- 
rale of their forces, and the fore- 
sight of their leaders. 

If the West offered a genuine 
plan for universal disarmament and 
an international police force, un- 
der a redesigned United Nations 
with universal membership and 
sufficient powers, Russia would 
make great concessions, since she 
would not be accepting terms from 
her most dynamic foe but from a 
world body. 

But if the proposals merely per- 
petuated an armed and ungovern- 
ed world while demanding that the 
Russians give up territory and pow- 
er, Russia would probably decide 
to fight on in hopes of carrying us 
into a stalemate. 

If armistice efforts fail, the West 
would ultimately be forced into a 
vast land campaign, and to avoid 
this, the West would try desperate- 
ly to defeat Russia by air power 
alone, intensifying direct bombing 
of Russia with every means at our 
command. 

At this point again, if Russia 
should be offered enlightened terms 
for a disarmed and governed world, 
these would be accepted, even 
though they clearly implied Rus- 
sian defeat. But if only a flat Rus- 
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The Prospects Before Us 


(continued) 
sian surrender should be offered, 
then the Russians would cross the 
Rhine and face the costs of cor 
tinuing the fight for a decision. 

How Long Could The Rus- 
sians Fight? Conceding that both 
the Russian leaders and the people 
will have the will to fight on rather 
than accept harsh terms, it is esti- 
mated that, after three or more 
years of war, when Western mo- 
bilization would just be getting into 
full gear, Russia’s war facilities 
would begin to sag, with their cit- 
ies devastated, their oil fields and 
refineries bombed, their communi- 
cations destroyed. 

Yet the Russian armies would 
still be holding at the Rhine, where 
they would have been exploiting 
the resources of the occupied terri- 
tory and the Ruhr. But the West 
would not choose to inflict mass 
bombing on these areas nor on the 
satellite cities. Thus the Russians 
could exploit the factories and in- 
dustries and labor of these areas, 
use the cities as points of resistance 
and put up a long and effective 
fight in retreating across Europe. 

In the end Russia would be de- 
feated because Western resources 
and industrial power would be the 
deciding factors. 

The Results: Mr. Clark asks 
“What would be the objective in the 
postwar period? Presumably, to rid 
the Russians permanently of their 
traditional submission to dictatorial 
rulers and train them to the use of 
free institutions. This would be a 
worthy goal. But it is undoubtedly 
beyond America’s capacities. (We 
have failed to do this even with 
Germany — ed.). So where would 
we be after all these terrible sac- 
rifices?” 

Mr. Clark then urges: More un- 
derstanding of the implications of 
a possible World War III, and wid- 
er public discussions of its causes, 
meanings and results on both mor- 
al and physical levels. 

However, since 1947, there has 
been a growing tendency to sup- 
press any consideration among mil- 
itary spokesmen as to the cost of 
World War III. Hence the public 
comprehends little of what is in- 
volved when our military speaks of 
“retaliation by strategic bombing 
against aggression or attack”. Yet 
it is essential that the American 
public explore all the implications 
of the different alternatives we face, 
because of the vast moral and ma- 
terial problems of a new world war. 
Mr. Clark then urges the realiza- 
tion that either before or after 
World War III we will find that 
the answer to the riddle of peace is 
the same, — a strong world federa- 
tion with sufficient administrative 
power to settle the issues which 
breed war and to enforce interna- 
tional disarmament. 


WHERE IT BEGINS 

















Charter F Viee. _ 





Years ago public safety officials found that trash, litter, waste, 
carelessness, untidiness, —the common attributes of the slums, — 
are the cause of many destructive fires. Clean up a neighborhood 
and you greatly reduce the danger of conflagration. The same thing 
is true of the danger of communism today. There is hardly an 
exception to the rule that areas cursed with poverty and despair, 
existing alongside wealth that will not share, have been the places 
where Communist activities spark into destructive flame most easily. 
We have done much to build a big fire department to fight the 
flames by way of armaments, but we have done little more than 
talk about cleaning up the conditions which invite violent revolution. 
The money we have spent to fight the Communists in Korea, if spent 
on a constructive program under adequate supervision in the Far 
East, could have helped guide the inevitable changes, forestalling 
the turn towards communism, not just in Korea but throughout all 
of Asia. We will never stop communism until we can move against 
it constructively, cleaning up the fire hazards. 





X-Ray and Forecast 


We are claiming our right to do this as a means of stopping Com- 
munist aggression. But the urge towards nationalism and independence is 
just as potent and sincere among the non-Communist nations as with the 
Reds, and while the non-Communist peoples of Asia fear Communist 
domination they also detest the threat of our domination and, if driven 
to it, will accept a native Communist control rather than a foreign capi- 
talistic, military overlordship. 


(continued) 


FOR INSTANCE, there is an abundance of evidence that, while 
we are backing with our arms and money the rotten, feudalistic French 
regime in Indo-China, the majority of the Indo-Chinese, sick of the 
French tyranny, want the French kicked out and want to establish a true 
independent nation of their own. The people of Thailand, Indonesia and 
others all resent the blatant assumption of American military diplomacy 
that we have the right to use our power in this way. The corridors of the 
UN have been ringing with these protests — sentiments seldom _per- 
mitted to reach the American people. It is this resentment that has kept 
the UN from voting with us on many issues and has in turn created a 
program of vilification of the UN by reactionary groups in this country 
who are pushing for this era of American domination. 


To see the broad historical importance of this, remember that, 
when the U. S. was a young nation jealously endeavoring to establish our 
independence and national rights in our own hemisphere, we established 
the Monroe doctrine which forbade all world powers from engaging in 
any political or military adventures in our hemisphere. In our actions 
now, we do not permit other young nations to do what we instinctively 
did ourselves. 

(continued on NENT page) 


The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

control, with the secret police as 

the catalyst agent. Obviously the 

Russian leaders want no part of a 

representative meeting of Commu- 

nist Party delegates. 


Think On This: When you are 
concerned about the lack of edi- 
torial integrity in much of our pub- 
lic press and radio, as well as in 
advertising, it is worth going back 
to Samuel Johnson’s comment: “I 
know not whether more is to be 
feared from streets filled with sol- 
diers accustomed to plunder or gar- 
rets filled with scribblers accus- 
tomed to lie”. 


Labor: The next large increase 
in labor union membership will 
come from the CIO drive to organ- 
ize 1.5 million department store 
employees into a strong nation- 
wide industrial union. The move 
has come because the CIO receiv- 
ed requests for CIO aid from de- 
partment store employees who 
were either unorganized or had as 
their only alternative the left-wing 
Office Workers Union which in- 
cludes dwindling remnants of 
groups expelled from the CIO be- 
cause of Communist domination. 


British Broadcasting: On a re- 
cent re-examination of Britain’s ra- 
dio broadcasting policies, instigated 
by Parliament, it was almost unan- 
imously decided to continue the 
present system which permits no 
commercial sponsors. Britain’s ra- 
dio programs are generally aimed 
at providing information (news) 
and meeting educational and cultur- 
al needs, and wherever possible an 
effort is made to lift public taste in 
music, drama and literature rather 
than focussing on low-level mass ap- 
peal for commercial purposes, as 
does the American system. British 
broadcasting is supported by fees 
paid by the radio owner, — 1 
pound (about $3.) per year for 
radio and 2 pounds for television. 
The British listening audience is 
comparable to the American in 
number of sets in proportion to 
population, and likewise in general 
intelligence and educational levels. 
But the British broadcasters ac- 
cept the responsibility for public 
service on the air waves, whereas 
most of the larger American broad- 
casters reject any attempt to make 
commercialization subservient to 
the public interest. About 51 per 
cent of the British people favor 
the present system; 35 per cent 
would admit limited commercial an- 
nouncements between programs but 
not commercial sponsors. The Brit- 
ish people unanimously rejected the 
idea of having their programs sub- 
servient to commercial interests or 
interrupted by long sales talks on 
hair oil, soap or patent medicines. 





Religion In The News 
The South Leads Out in ad- 


mitting Negroes to their theologi- 
cal seminaries. Three Southern 
Baptist institutions are opening 
their doors to qualified Negro stu- 
dents this fall. The Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary at Ft. 
Worth, Texas, started the move- 
ment as the first school in the de- 
nomination voting for this step. 
The New Orleans Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary followed this lead as 
did one of the world’s largest sem- 
inaries, the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. The significant aspect of 
this movement is that it is happen- 
ing in a denomination indigenous 
to the South. 


Russian Religion: The scope of 
religious activity in Russia is re- 
vealed in the report that, during 
the past year, there were 184 sem- 
inary students in Russian theologi- 
cal schools in Moscow, and 172 in 
Leningrad. The head of the Lenin- 
grad school, the noted Bishop 
Gregory, said in a recent address 
to students and faculty, “By en- 
tering our college, you have pub- 
licly shown that you desire to serve 
Christ, to bring the light of Chris- 
tian instruction to the masses .. . 
You thereby shoulder the task of 
furthering the cause of Christ and 
the work of the apostles, that is, to 
be the light of the world and the 
salt of the earth, to lay the moral 
basis of Christ’s teachings in the 
hearts of men.” While the Polit- 
buro still officially frowns upon re- 
ligion, the vigorous survival of the 
Christian faith after thirty years of 
persecution has forced the accept- 
ance of the church in order to 
maintain some control over it. 
However, most of the church and 
its activities are still carried on un- 
derground (BTL, June 11, °51). 
Consequently such reports on the 
theological schools, coming from 
Russian religious journals, would 
only be a partial picture of the 
work being done to prepare young 
men for the ministry. There are 
many other religious denomina- 
tions in Russia which have their 
own seminaries, some operating 
openly and some secretly. 


Priests Rebel: As previously re- 
ported, there are many indications 
of conflicts within the Roman Cath- 
olic Church over medieval con- 
cepts versus freedom, human rights 
and modern truth. A recent in- 
stance was the rebellion -of the 
Basque Roman Catholic priests 
against the Catholic hierarchy of 
Spain. (Christian Century, June 6). 
Because the Spanish hierarchy 
closely collaborates with Franco, 
the secret police have arrested with- 
out any recognition of legal rights 
those who dare to openly condemn 
the politico-clerical hierarchy. But 
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(continued ) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


By such a policy we put the whip hand back in the grip of Mos- 
cow for we are furnishing the Kremlin tyrants with just the sort of prop- 
aganda material they need to present themselves as the friends of “the 
struggling little people of the world” and the Americans as the “new im- 
perialists of the twentieth century”. 


A NOTHER INSTANCE OF OUR FAILURE in terms of values and 
vision is the new policy of embracing the foul tyranny of Franco in 
Spain as a “military expediency”. Not only does this action betray the 
hopes of great numbers of progressive-minded Spaniards who have been 
working at the risk of life itself to free Spain from the Franco blight, but 
many Roman Catholics who consider Franco a disgrace to the Church 
will be puzzled and embittered by this move of “democratic Protestant” 
America. There is little more freedom in Spain than in Russia, as any in- 
formed person knows. Franco maintains a terrorist secret police system 
similar to that of the Communists. The N. Y. Times and N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune observers have been among the many who have recently reported 
on the tens of thousands who are lanquishing in Spanish prisons without 
trial; Protestants especially are hounded and persecuted as much or more 
than they have been persecuted under communism. Protestant churches 
have been frequently stoned and otherwise desecrated and today are not 
even allowed to have signs or announcements of any kind visible to the 
public. Freemasons are run down like criminals . . . many of them are in 
Franco’s prisons. But Protestant America, under the leadership of a 
33rd degree Mason, now makes a deal with the oppressor of these help- 
less people! 

The arch-reactionary cliques in this country, working hand-in- 
glove with the most rabid Catholic elements, try to keep the American 
people from knowing that millions of enlightened Catholic laymen in 
France, Italy and elsewhere in Europe detest Franco and seek a reforma- 
tion in Spain. (See recent articles in The Nation, also N. Y. Times, Feb. 
8, 1951). 

The excuse that “military expedience” requires such an abridg- 
ment of diplomatic decency is as shoddy as the deed itself. For the battle 
against communism is being fought chiefly among the working masseq 
of the world. 


ALL THE GREAT WORLD FREE LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, 
representing 60 million workers (See BTL Jan. 9, °50), have been fight- 
ing Franco, have been aiding the anti-Franco underground movement, a 
movement so strong that it includes large groups of the Spanish workers, 
and a movement so effective that Spain has been shaken to the roots by 
the recent anti-Franco strikes and demonstrations against Franco in Bar- 
celona, Madrid and elsewhere. And if we should fight Russia, the armies 
we will need for allies will not be drawn from the plump, silk-gowned 
bishops and archbishops and the rich Spanish landowners and industrial 
families who are the props behind Franco and with whom our politico- 
military brass in this country have been dealing, — we will have to look 
to these millions of workers who hate Franco and all the lecherous tyran- 
ny he represents and who will never stand and fight for any flag or re- 
gime that includes such elements as Franco and his ilk. If we alienate the 
workers of France, Britain, Holland and Scandinavia, as this Franco pact 
will most certainly do, we will have again given the whip hand to Mos- 
cow to undermine all of our solid front in Western Europe. 

What guffaws of laughter must have shaken the Kremlin when 
the announcement was made that the U. S.-Franco deal was on! London 
and Paris officials, living close to this picture and aware of the elements 
we describe, have been vigorously protesting, but their protests are being 
muffled by those loud and hasty voices in our own press and radio who 
serve not the American people but their masters who sit in the counting 
houses or wear the crimson robes of Rome. 





HE GREAT ALTERNATIVE: Many readers write to ask, “What 

can we do?” The answer is simple,—but hard. Be the leaven that 
works throughout our society to change the level of thought and at- 
titude. A help in this task is Charles A. Wells’ recent book The Great 
Alternative, a highly informative volume dealing with the most pres- 
sing unsolved problems of our day, “The Future of American Capi- 
talism,” “America Among the Racial Giants”, “A Protestant Awaken- 
ing — or A Catholic America”, “The New Atomic World — Bombs 
or Abundance”, “Will Labor Rule America?”, “Why Should We Fight 
Russia?” This is a handsome, hard cover permanent book of 144 
pages, packed with significant facts and inspiring hope, well docu- 
mented, and illustrated by the author. The price is $2. postpaid. 
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(continued) 

the Basque priests have published 
open letters to the Catholic hier- 
archy protesting the tyranny of the 
church rule, the failure of the hier- 
archy to defend human rights, the 
indifference of the church to the 
poverty and hunger of the people. 
While all news of these protests 
has naturally been suppressed in 
Catholic countries, yet wide reper- 
cussions have been felt even within 
the church. 


Divided Church in Spain: 
Even in Spain the Catholic forces 
are divided. While the top authori- 
ties of the hierarchy are bound 
tightly to Franco, other  in- 
fluential groups in the church 
have openly protested against the 
regime, as a result of recent strikes 
and riots revealing the hunger and 
bitterness of the Spanish people. 
Worldover Press quotes the pro- 
tests of such leading Catholic pub- 
lications as Ecclessia, the voice of 
Catholic Action in Spain, as well 
as the Jesuit publication, Razon y 
Fe. In a leading article, “Spain, 
a Totalitarian Nation?” the Jesuit 
spokesman says that the restrictions 
of liberty have been justified in the 
past, especially after the civil war, 
but that now things have gone too 
far and there must be a speedy re- 
formation. Thus this Jesuit organ 
in one breath justifies past tyran- 
nies in which the church has been 
involved and protests the present 
oppression. If such influential bod- 
ies are taking such a view, it is not 
surprising to hear that other pro- 
gressive enlightened elements of the 
church are becoming sickened and 
resentful of the Franco regime 
which the church helped to build. 
But much of the American press 
and radio, subservient to the hier- 
archy in America, remains silent 
on these developments. 





FBI Figures on Liquor Arrests: 
The influence of liquor advertising 
on news channels prevents many 
revealing facts and figures on al- 
coholism from being given wide 
publicity. Here, for instance, are 
some revealing reports from the 
FBI: In the last full year of Na- 
tional Prohibition (1932) there were 
831.1 arrests for drunkeness per 
100,000 of population. In 1949, 
the rate had increased to 2,342.7 
arrests for drunkenness per 100,- 
000 of the population. FBI reports 
also show an increase from 67.7 
arrests per 100,000 of the popula- 
tion for driving while intoxicated 
in 1932 to 164.8 arrests per 100- 
000 for driving while intoxicated 
in 1949. Total arrests for all liquor- 
caused crime increased from 
1,728.2 per 100,000 in 1932 to 
3,192.8 in 1949. The FBI figures 
were arrived at from official rec- 
ords of 1,652 cities with a total 
population of 49,618,922. 





